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November/December  

Annapolis Elementary School Gator Gazette 

Dear Annapolis Families, 

It’s hard to believe the holidays are upon us.  With it comes the hustle and 
bustle of the holiday season both at home and at school.  As always, we have 
a lot of things happening at AES.  Please check the calendar of events for all 
the details. 
   
As we enter these cooler fall and winter months, students will continue to 
have outdoor recess as long as the temperature is above 32 degrees.  Please 
make sure that your child comes to school dressed for the cooler weather.     
 
Teachers and staff partners are planning for lots of fun over the next few 
weeks.  While fun is happening, we continue to teach and learn every day!  
Students are continually being held to the 4 R’s.  Your support in reminding 
students of school-house expectations is greatly appreciated. 
 
This is the time of year to express thankfulness and gratitude.  I am…  
 

- incredibly thankful to be a part of your child’s life on a daily basis 

- thankful for the amazing staff here at Annapolis Elementary who give 
of themselves selflessly each and every day to ensure student success 

- thankful to you, the parents and families, for your constant support.  
Our school is such a special place because of your partnership. 

 

I wish you and your family a wonderful holiday season. School is closed 
beginning November 27 to 29 and then again December 23 to January 1. 
During these breaks I hope you take the opportunity to create a stronger 
bond with your student(s) and continue to support their academic growth 
and success.   
 
Happy Holidays from the Annapolis Elementary School family to yours. 
 
In Partnership, 

Bobbie Kesecker, Principal 

Annapolis Elementary 
bkesecker@aacps.org  
410-222-1600 
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November-
December Events 

November: 
• 15 - Pictures 

• 22 – Report Cards 

• 25 – November to 

Remember behavior 

incentive 

• 27-29 – Thanksgiving 

Break 

 

December: 
 

• 3 – 2nd/3rd Grade Field 

Trip 

• 5 – 2-hour early 

dismissal 

• 5 – Book Fair begins 

• 10 – Winter Concert 

for Band, Strings, and 

Chorus 

• 12 – Book Fair ends 

• 13 – Interims go home 

• 19 – Picture Retakes 

• 20 – 4th and 5th to 

Senior Center 

• 20 – Winter 

community event for 

all students 

 

Bobbie  Kesecker,   

Pr incipa l  

mailto:bkesecker@aacps.org
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November 2019 
18 
 

19 20 

 

21 22 
Report Cards Go Home 

25 
Behavior Incentive 

26 

 

27 
Schools Closed for 
Thanksgiving Break 

28 
Schools Closed for 
Thanksgiving Break 

29 
Schools Closed for 
Thanksgiving Break 

December 2019 
2 3 

2nd and 3rd Grade STEM 
Field Trip to Skate Zone 

4 

 

5 
2 Hour Early Dismissal –  

Wear Orange for UNITY 

 

Book Fair Begins 

6 

9 
 

10 
Winter Concert 

11 12 
Book Fair Ends 

PTA Chik-Fil-A Night from 5 
to 8 

13 
Interims Go Home 

16 17 18 19 

Picture Retakes 

20 

4TH/5TH Grade Service 
Trip 

Community Building 
Event 

23 
WINTER BREAK 
SCHOOL CLOSED 

24 
WINTER BREAK 
SCHOOL CLOSED 

25 
WINTER BREAK 
SCHOOL CLOSED 

26 
WINTER BREAK 
SCHOOL CLOSED 

27 
WINTER BREAK 
SCHOOL CLOSED 

30 
WINTER BREAK 
SCHOOL CLOSED 

31 
WINTER BREAK 
SCHOOL CLOSED 

1  JANUARY 
WINTER BREAK 
SCHOOL CLOSED 

2 
SCHOOLS OPEN 
FOR STUDENTS 

3 
SCHOOLS OPEN 
FOR STUDENTS 

January 2020 
6 
CogAt Testing – 2nd 
and 5th 

 

7 
CogAt Testing – 2nd 
and 5th 

 

8 
CogAt Testing – 2nd 
and 5th 

 

9 10 
Report Cards Go Home 

13 
Award Assembly 

 

 

14 
Honor Society 
Induction Ceremony 

15 16 17 
Coffee with the Principal 

20 
Holiday 

21 
Pre-K In-School Field 
Trip 

22 23 24 

27 28 

2 hour early 
dismissal 

29 

2 hour early 
dismissal 

30 

No school for 
students 

31 

Calendar of Coming Events         Page 2 
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

Harvest for the Hungry: 

Thank you to all parents and families who have contributed to the food and funds drive, we truly appreciate all of the 

donations!  The students have been learning about citizenship and helping others in their community throughout this 

food drive.  Thanks again for your support! 

 

Attention All 5th Grade Parents: 

Applications for the Performing and Visual Arts Program (PVA), IB Middle Years Program, STEM Program, and the AVID 

Program are due on November 26th!  All program applications can be accessed through the county website, 

www.aacps.org/magnet or www.aacps.org/avid .  I will be contacting individual families to support you in this 

process, but please get in touch at any time with questions or concerns.  Please continue to check your child’s take-

home folder for updates and information! 

 

Bullying Prevention and Substance Abuse Guidance Lessons: 

We will continue to discuss bullying prevention during the month of November.  We are also continuing to promote 

kindness, unity, and acceptance throughout the building using Kindness Cards and completing our beautiful Be the 

“I” in KIND mural – come check out what our school community has created in the main hallway!  Please look out for 

grade-level parent letters to gain more specific information about the strategies that we are practicing to make 

Annapolis Elementary a safe and friendly place to grow and learn!   

 

AACPS is implementing the “Start Talking Maryland Act”.  The act, passed by state lawmakers last year and signed by 

Governor Larry Hogan, requires public schools to offer drug education that includes the dangers of heroin and other 

opioids starting as early as third grade.  At the elementary level, we are focusing on identifying different types of 

drugs, how to be safe with medicine, understanding addiction, as well as practicing ways to say “no” in an unsafe or 

uncomfortable situation.  Please look out for family follow-up handouts that will be coming home with your child after 

they participate in this important lesson. 

 

Mitten Tree Is Going Up!  

Please visit our mitten tree display in the main entry-way.  Feel free to donate any gloves, hats, scarves, or other warm 

uniform clothing items which will go to children in need in the community.  Help teach your child generosity and 

citizenship by giving to others!  We will end our collection on Monday, December 16th. 

 

Upcoming Community Service Field Trip 

Students in the 4th and 5th grades will be practicing citizenship and community service by spreading holiday cheer at 

the Sunrise Assisted Living Center and the Annapolis Senior Center on Friday, December 20th.  Please remember to 

sign and return the permission slip as soon as possible! 

 

National Elementary Honor Society  

Congratulations to all of the students who have qualified to apply to the NEHS for the 2019-20 school year!  They have 

demonstrated excellent scholarship and responsibility and I look forward to the possibility of working with them in this 

leadership role.  Please look out for information on the induction ceremony, which will take place on Friday, January 

10th, at 2:30pm.   

 

Holiday Break 

With the holidays approaching, keep in mind that children can lose skills during school breaks.  Take advantage of 

learning opportunities whenever possible.  For example, your child might help you keep track of money you spend at 

the grocery store or search for words on street signs during a road trip.  You may also suggest that they write about 

each day in a journal. 

 

I wish all of you a wonderful holiday season. Enjoy your time with family and friends over the winter break! 

 

Sincerely, Andrea Beckman, School Counselor 

http://www.aacps.org/magnet
http://www.aacps.org/avid
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Kindness Cards for Your Family 
 

To celebrate kindness, inclusion, and acceptance, students and staff are completing Kindness Cards which get 

delivered around the building each week.  We would love for you to continue this important conversation about how 

your child(ren) can show kindness at home and in the community.  Offering to help a parent or sibling clean up, using 

good manners, and sharing toys/games are some simple examples.   

 

Fill in a Kindness Card for someone at home and continue to spread kindness and positivity! 

 

  

 KINDNESS CARD 
We are spreading kindness like confetti.  I’ve 
chosen to spread kindness to you because  

  
________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

  

To:  
____________________ 
  

____________________ 

 
From:  
____________________ 
____________________
_ 
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Annapolis Elementary School’s 

Mitten Tree 
Warm Clothing Drive 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Please consider donating any new or gently used 

hats, gloves, scarves, and other warm uniform clothing items  

as we approach the winter season for children in need!   

 

December 2nd – December 16th  
 

Help us watch our tree display grow with your generous donations!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Escuela Primaria Annapolis 

Árbol de Mitones 
Recaudación de Ropa Cálida 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Por favor, considere donar cualquier nuevo o levemente usado: 

gorros, guantes, bufandas y otras prendas de uniforme cálido para niños necesitados 

al acercamos a la temporada de invierno  

 

2 de Diciembre – 16 de Diciembre 
 

¡Ayúdenos a ver crecer nuestra exhibición de árboles con sus generosas donaciones! 

¡Gracias! 
 

Thank You!! 
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The National Elementary Honor Society was established in 2008 by the National Association of Secondary and 

Elementary school principals with two primary purposes; to recognize students who have achieved academic 

excellence and demonstrated responsibility in their lives, and to engage those students, through the work of the 

chapter, in service and leadership activities. 

 

The National Elementary Honor Society chapter of Annapolis Elementary School has been a duly chartered and 

affiliated chapter of this prestigious national organization since the 2009-2010 school year.  Membership is open to 

those students who meet the required standards in two areas of initial evaluation: scholarship (academic 

achievement) and responsibility.  Standards for selection are established by the national office of NEHS.  

Students are selected to be members of NEHS by a committee, appointed by the principal.  This group awards the 

honor of membership to qualified students. 

 

Students in the fourth and fifth grades are eligible for membership.  For the Scholarship criterion, a student must 

high academic achievement beginning with the first marking period of fourth grade.  They must also demonstrate 

all of the Expected Student Behaviors on the student report card and have received no major or minor discipline 

referrals.  Those students who meet this criterion are invited to complete a Candidate’s Form that provides the 

NEHS committee with evidence for the candidates’ Responsibility at home, at school, and in the community.  A 

responsible student is defined in the NEHS handbook as one who demonstrates many positive qualities, including 

(but not limited to) high standards of honesty and reliability; a cooperative and supportive disposition; courtesy, 

concern, and respect of others; and good citizenship. 

 

In addition, to evaluate a candidate’s level of Responsibility, the committee uses two types of information: 

permanent records and faculty input regarding professional reflections on a candidate’s qualities.  This information 

and the Candidate’s Forms are carefully reviewed by the committee to determine membership.  A majority vote of 

the committee is necessary for selection.  Candidates are notified regarding selection or non-selection. 

 

Following notification, an induction ceremony is held to recognize all newly selected members.  This year’s induction 

ceremony will be held on Friday, January 10th, at 2:30pm.  Once inducted, new members are required to maintain 

the same level of performance (or better) in all of the criteria that led to their selection.  This obligation includes 

regular attendance at chapter meetings held during the school year, and participation in other chapter service 

projects and activities.   

 

Students or parents who have questions regarding the selection process or membership obligations can contact the 

chapter adviser, Mrs. Beckman, at 410-222-1600 or email ambeckman@aacps.org .  
  

mailto:ambeckman@aacps.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Cs0Csm7Y4ZKGNM&tbnid=HeP38LER072JvM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.elmsd.org/grady/stories/nehs09.html&ei=0qxtUpO3BJbK4APTgYHICQ&bvm=bv.55123115,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNEmUC89JIx2T35JdUDJZwqhudHfaw&ust=1383005771738888
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PTA Happenings 
 

THANK YOU to all our parent and staff volunteers who helped run the school parking lot 

fundraiser during the sailboat and powerboat show! This is our biggest fundraiser which and 

without it we would not be able to provide field trips, teacher expenses, family events, and 

afterschool clubs for our kids. THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! The flooding downtown 

during the second weekend did affect us but the PTA Board is working to adjust our budget to 

cause minimal changes to our programs. 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS: 
 

The Hook Family Foundation 
 

 

AM and PM SCHOOL CLUB REPORT: 

LEGO WeDo and EV3 Robotics Clubs: WeDo had a great time building and 

programming their Chomping Gator using Scratch! They are working on the 

Spinning Top next! LEGO EV3 has patiently been constructing their quadcopters 

and will soon be programming them using Mindstorms. 

Drama Club: Actors are taking the time to learn songs and early choreography for the April performance of 

“SchoolHouse Rock, Jr”. We hope you are rocking out at home listening to the CDs and practicing your lines !!!! 

Keep it up Drama Clubbers! 

Mighty Milers: The Mighty Milers set the Annapolis High School track ON FIRE on November 12th! Personal bests all 

over the place! Congratulations on a great effort to all of the runners, and THANK YOU to Mrs Moylan, Mrs 

Gregory, and the Midshipmen volunteers for a wonder MM 2019 season! See you all again next year! 

WAY TO GO ROOM PARENTS and TEACHERS! 

The kids looked fantastic on Halloween and enjoyed their classroom Halloween parties. Thank you to the room parents, 

families who donated items, and teachers for making Halloween at AES spooktacular and the whole day extra-special! 

RESTAURANT FUNDRAISERS: 

Thank you to everyone who dined at Chipotle for our fundraiser on Wednesday October 23rd. The funds we raised 

will go directly toward the student’s enrichment programs. We are planning another restaurant fundraiser at Chik-

Fil-A on Thursday December 12th from 5-8pm !!! Come hang out!!! 
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SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR: 

December 5th-10th in the Media Center with a special Parent Morning “Shop With Your Student” 

on Friday December 7th. Please help the PTA by volunteering your time to run the cash register or set 

up/break down the event!  SignUp Genius links will be emailed/texted via Mrs. Kesecker 

TUG OF WAR: 

Thank you to all who participated in the MRE Eastport vs Annapolis Tug of War! It was a tough match, and 

although we were not physically victorious, we had a fantastic time! Great event as always! 

Like us on FaceBook “Annapolis Elementary School PTA” AnnapolisElementaryPTA@gmail.com 

 

  Our next PTA meeting is Tuesday, January 14th at 8:30pm in the Media Center! 

mailto:AnnapolisElementaryPTA@gmail.com
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Annapolis Elementary 
180 Green Street 

Annapolis, MD  21401 

Phone: 
(410) 222-1600 

 

Our School Web Page: 
https://www.aacps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=4007 

 

Follow us on Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/AnnapesAACPS 

 

All children are 
capable of success, 

NO EXCEPTIONS! 

Additional Information           

Video Cameras: 
 
Annapolis Elementary is equipped with a video camera system.  It covers selected interior and 
exterior public portions of the building and grounds. It is NOT monitored constantly, but it is 
monitored during emergency situations. During certain events, when the safety or security of 
students may be in question, authorized personnel from local, state, or federal police or fire 
emergency units may be given access to view images projected on the camera system. If you 
have any questions about the system, you should call the Supervisor of School Security at 410-
222-5083. 

Anne Arundel County Public Schools prohibits discrimination in matters affecting employment or 
in providing access to programs on the basis of actual or perceived race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, age, marital status, sexual orientation, genetic information, gender identity, or 
disability. 

https://www.aacps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=4007
https://twitter.com/AnnapesAACPS

